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penetrated to Formosa, where they established a flourishing
colony in 1624, but they were expelled by the pirate
Koxinga some thirty-six years later.

The English appeared in the Malay Archipelago in
1600, so that there were then five European nations com-
peting for its possession. Spain remained in undisputed
possession of the Philippines, but, for the other islands, their
story largely resolves itself into a struggle between Holland
and Britain. Both countries worked their way to Colonial
empire by means of chartered companies, the British East
India Company being modelled on the Dutch and chartered
two years later than its prototype. After a number of
vicissitudes, Java still remains in the possession of Holland
along with Sumatra, part of Borneo and New Guinea, the
Celebes and other islands, while the British have outposts
of their Eastern possessions in Singapore, Hong Kong, and
other stations in the Pacific, which will be mentioned further
on, as will also the outposts of other European Powers. In
1898 the Philippines were ceded to the United States after
the war with Spain over the Cuban question, and in 1900
the same Power annexed Hawaii, These two steps involved
very important political results, which we will consider later.
Some further particulars of the chief countries in the Pacific
area will be given, when we are considering their relations
to Japan, but the sketch which we have given of the main
facts of the development of our geographical knowledge of
these countries will be useful to general readers as an intro-
duction to the special references.

While the known lands of the globe have, for some
centuries, been increasing in extent, there has been going on,
especially during the past fifty years or so, what
t. from an economic point of view may be con-
sidered a shrinkage of the world, which has had
a very striking effect on world politics. It has been truly
said that the engineer is the real revolutionist His work
has shrunk the world into small dimensions, and has brought
into action forces against which the efforts of statesmen are